
When someone mentions the golden age of transport most of us

visualise the vintage railway posters of yesteryear, featuring

glorious sunshine beating down on lush green fields framing the focus of

smoke, steam and exhilaration we identify with this exciting mode of

travel. When people’s interests turn to transport memorabilia, it is this

rose-tinted image of the good old days that they are actually trying to

collect. The golden age for transport was really between the early 1900s

up to the Second World War. City dwellers could escape into the country

or to the coast for days out or holidays, which could be taken on a

railway network which was expansive and yet inexpensive. Almost every

village or hamlet in the United Kingdom was covered by the rail network

even if only to a Halt at the end of a branch line: it was during this

period that the now famous travel posters were produced. These were the

halcyon days, before Beeching’s savagery saw an end to the most compre-

hensive railway network on earth, the stroke of a pen destroying an insti-

tution which had been expanding for almost 130 years.

When London Transport was formed in the early thirties it became a huge patron

of the arts commissioning amazingly over forty posters a year and each one original

artwork. The company was widely regarded as a leading patron of the arts and this

support was really down to one man, Frank Pick. It was in 1908 that Pick became

the publicity officer for London Transport and his vision for the underground took

shape when he began to develop the company’s strong corporate identity including

the now famous ‘UNDERGROUND’ text, font and of course brand. Pick could see

that posters would play a crucial role in this new corporate identity and began

commissioning graphic designers and artists such as Walter Spadbery, Fred Taylor,

Austin Cooper and Laura Knight to come up with designs, but Pick also used more

traditional artists such as Nevinson, Edward Wadsworth, Man Ray, Eric Ravilious

and Paul Nash. One risk that Pick took was to use new talent alongside the more

well-known names and this gave a boost to people like Edward McKnight Kauffer

and Graham Sutherland who both went on to find critical acclaim for their works. It

was Pick’s vision that allowed these artists to create posters that have became lodged

in our artistic heritage. He was not afraid to give them an artistic free reign as long

as the message the posters conveyed remained clear. Pick was very proud of these

popular posters as he saw them, not as a way to tempt Londoners to use public

transport but as a way to also enrich the quality of urban life in London. 

Fig 1. British Railways Poster ‘The Yorkshire
Coast, Robin Hoods Bay’, by Frank Sherwin, 38 x
48in, framed. Hartleys, Ilkley. Feb 10. HP: £850.
ABP: £1,003. 

Fig 2. L & SWR Bournemouth by the Southern Sea,
poster of Bournemouth beach and pier. 96.5 x
124.5cm. George Kidner Auctioneers, Wimborne.
Jun 09. HP: £650. ABP: £767. 

Fig 3. British Railways advertising poster, one of
two, titled ‘Penzance’ and shows a view of Penzance
from Newlyn, other advertises ‘Yorkshire’ and
featured a scenic view of North Landing
Flamborough. Wallis & Wallis, Lewes. Apr 09. HP:
£340. ABP: £401. 
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Ephemera

Southern Railway posters, various resort and
information posters 1930s and later, with a
similar railway and other posters, unframed
,folded, condition variable, a/f. Rosebery’s,
London. Mar 06. HP: £460. ABP: £542. 

Frank Sherwin, Pass of Glencoe, The Three
Sisters, a British Railway Scottish Region poster,
c1950s, lithography in colours, printed by
McCorquodale, Glasgow, vertical and horizontal
folds, 39.5 x 45in. Sworders, Stansted
Mountfitchet. Feb 06. HP: £360. ABP: £424. 
Auctioneers, Sherborne. Oct 06. HP: £260.
ABP: £306. 
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Ephemera

Single collection of railway posters.
Claude Buckle, The Palace of
Holyrood House, British Railways
poster, Scottish region, c1950s,
lithography in colours, printed by
Stafford & Co. Limited, Nottingham,
vertical and horizontal folds, 40 x
50in. Sworders, Stansted
Mountfitchet. Feb 06. HP: £200.
ABP: £236. 

After Ronald Lampitt (1906), print,
poster, The English Lakes, head of
Windermere, Lake District National
Park, pub’d by British Railways
(London Midland region) LM16857,
printed by Waterlow & Sons, litho-
graph, backed on canvas 102 x
126cm. Wellers Auctioneers,
Chertsey. Jun 09. HP: £110.
ABP: £129. 

1960s British Railway Inverness
poster by Lance Cattermole,
depicting a Highland band with
Inverness castle beyond, 40 x 49in.
Gorringes, Lewes. May 09. HP:
£200. ABP: £236. 

Ethelbert White (1891-1972) two
railway posters: Kentish Hills &
Surrey Dales, Southern Electric,
Baynard Press, 1928, and Verse from
Longfellow, Dangerfield Press,
together with an Oppenheimer poster
- The Galloway Coast, 40 x 25in.
Gorringes, Lewes. Dec 09. HP: £200.
ABP: £236. 

1950s British Railway poster for the
Brighton Belle, by Barber, with daily
departure times, 40 x 25in.
Gorringes, Lewes. Jul 08. HP: £190.
ABP: £224. 

North Wales poster, published by
British Railways, LMR, 1961, 40 x
50in. George Kidner Auctioneers,
Wimborne. Mar 08. HP: £180.
ABP: £212. 

British Rail poster, Richmond
Yorkshire by Wesson, 38 x 24.5in,
ebonised frame. Hartleys, Ilkley. Oct
09. HP: £170. ABP: £200. 

British Rail poster, ‘Yorkshire Dales a
National Park Area’ by Ronald
Lampett, 38 x 24.5in, ebonised frame.
Hartleys, Ilkley. Oct 09. HP: £150.
ABP: £177. 

Terence Cuneo, ‘Clapham Junction’
and ‘Service to Industry’, a British
Railways Southern Region poster,
c1960s, lithography in colours,
printed by Waterlow & Sons, London,
both with vertical and horizontal
folds, 40 x 50in and 40 x 48in. (2)
Sworders, Stansted Mountfitchet. Feb
06. HP: £250. ABP: £295. 

British Railways ‘Service by Night’
poster. Thos Mawer & Son, Lincoln.
Mar 10. HP: £500. ABP: £590. 

The market today for these posters can be very strong and

may be affected by various factors, including the place adver-

tised on the poster, as certain seaside resorts and towns can

have a very strong following of collectors and this of course

can push up prices. One of the most famous of these images

affected by the popularity of a certain resort is the Jolly
Fisherman by John Hassall. It is a very simple poster with the

image of a fisherman hotfooting down the beach with the now

famous catchphrase Skegness is so Bracing. The poster’s

release in 1908 was tied in with a special 3/- (three shillings)

excursion from Kings Cross and the increase of visitors it

brought, helped put this seaside town on the tourist map

forever. This iconic poster can sell for up to £2,000 but caution

should be used as Skegness was given permission to reproduce

this poster during the 1960s and these later reproductions sell

for between £70 and a £100. Original London Transport posters

can vary in price from a few hundred pounds to well into the

thousands so research is vital to determine the price of any

particular design. 

Fig 1. This Railway poster by Frank Sherwin was sold by

Hartleys Auction House in February 2010. Entitled The
Yorkshire Coast it carries an image of Robin Hood’s Bay. This

example was framed and measured 38 x 48in. It sold for a

hammer price of £850. 

Fig 2. This London and South Western Railway poster

Bournemouth by the Southern Sea is a fine example and carries

an image of Bournemouth beach and pier and the added slogan

‘Summer and Winter Seasons’ to encourage visitors all year

round. It also advertises the town’s illustrated guide which may

be picked up from the town clerk. It measures 96.5 x 124.5cm

and was sold by George Kidner Auctioneers in June 2009 for a

hammer price of £650.

Fig 3. This lot featuring two railway posters was sold by

Wallis & Wallis in April 2009. The first was advertising

Penzance, the Cornish fishing village and has an image of the

town from Newlyn and states that it is the centre for West

Cornwall. The other poster advertises Yorkshire and featured a

scenic view of North Landing, Flamborough. This lot sold for a

hammer price of only £340 which is very reasonable for two

desirable posters. 


