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Taxidermy and related Antiques
and Works of Art
The History, the Law and the Market
By George Johnson
he golden era of taxidermy is said to be between the years of
1860 and 1920. The Victorian fascination with the subject
fuelled a desire for museum quality specimens displayed in cases
and set in realistic and natural poses. However changing tastes led to
a sharp decline in trade by the end of the First World War. Most
towns up to this period had a resident taxidermist. One of the most
famous was Walter Potter, 1835-1918. He created his own museum,
showing his animals in human poses and situations. The Kittens’
Wedding was one of the last pieces he created and it was exhibited in
2001 as part of the ‘Victorian Vision’ exhibition held by the Victoria
and Albert Museum. Potter’s collection was displayed in his
museum until the 1970s at which point the collection changed hands
several times before being auctioned by Bonhams in September
2003 at the Jamaica Inn in Bodmin Moor, Cornwall, the last place
that the collection had been on public display. It ended up selling for
a total of £529,900, more than twice the Bonhams estimate. The
Kittens’ Wedding sold for the grand sum of £21,150.
This was not the end of the story. Controversy clouded the auction
when it came to light that Damian Hirst had offered a bid of £1m to
save the collection. However the auctioneers had apparently rejected
the bid. The owners were very angry and sued Bonhams, arguing the
offer should have been accepted. About the auction, Hirst said, “I’ve
offered £1m and to pay for the cost of the auctioneer’s catalogue just for them to take it off the market and keep the collection intact but apparently, the auction has to go ahead. It is a tragedy.”
Rowland Ward, 1848-1912, another British taxidermist whose
name crops up regularly in sale rooms founded the famous
Piccadilly based taxidermists Rowland Ward Ltd. Ward’s taxidermy
was a more traditional style of big game trophies. He was trained by
his father Henry Ward who was also highly regarded in the field.
Henry travelled extensively and even worked with the artist John
James Audubon collecting and preparing specimens. These were
later used in Birds of America. The Economist magazine has
suggested that, when adjusted for inflation, five of the ten highest
prices ever paid for printed books were for copies of Birds of
America. Only 119 have survived and only eleven are in private
collections. On 7th December 2010, a first edition was sold at
Sotheby’s for £7,321,250. It had originally sold at Christie’s in 1951
for £7,000.
There are of course laws covering the ownership and sale of
antiques and works of art in this category. The Editor covered this in
depth in a two page editorial on pages 42 and 43 of the May/June
2011 edition. In the beginning the 1st June 1947 is a significant date
because items worked or unworked before this date could legally be
sold. In 1975 a new international agreement came into force administered by CITES (Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora). Under the agreement the import,
export and use for commercial gain of certain species is strictly
controlled and requires a CITES certificate. In September 2010 the
rules on the granting of export licences were tightened and, because
of the on-going devastation of the rhino population, on the 18th
February 2011 it became illegal to sell mounted, but otherwise
unaltered, rhino horns in the UK and the EU. Items or specimens
that come under the ‘antiques’ derogation, that is they are ‘worked
items’ prepared and acquired in such condition prior to 1947, and
unaltered since, are permitted.
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Fig 1. Circa 1800 Georgian whales
tooth, engraved scrimshaw, one side
depicting three ships in battle on a
rough sea, the other a single sailing
ship with rowing boats in the
foreground. Bourne End Auction
Rooms, Bourne End. Feb 08. HP:
£2,800. ABP: £3,294.

Fig 2. Chinese rhinoceros horn
libation cup, with a dragon amidst
foliage climbing into the bowl, 9cm
high. George Kidner, Lymington. Jul
10. HP: £50,000. ABP: £58,812.

Fig 3. Carved and painted half
model of a 38lb salmon, mounted on
a mahogany plaque, length of the
salmon 101.5cm, plaque indistinctly
inscribed ‘38 lb, salmon caught on
the Restigouche River, July 7th 1930
by Grace Amory’, and with the
maker’s name ‘Roland Ward Ltd of
London’. Halls Fine Art, Shrewsbury.
May 07. HP: £2,500. ABP: £2,940.

Fig 4. Taxidermy, a Bream in glazed
case, paper label ‘Caught by W.A.
Edwards of Hopley's Pool, Aldridge,
Walsall, 1950, 5lbs 2ozs’, 38 x 62cm.
Richard Winterton Auctioneers,
Lichfield. Feb 10. HP: £60.
ABP: £70.

Fig 5. Taxidermy of a male and
female pheasant. Great Western
Auctions, Glasgow. Dec 07. HP:
£65. ABP: £76.

Fig 6. Taxidermy pair of doves, early
20thC, mounted in naturalistic
setting, under glass dome, circular
ebonised wooden base. Dome 40cm
high. Also a taxidermy Tawny Owl
mounted on a branch, under oval
glass dome, with ebonised wooden
base, 20thC. Dome 44cm high. (2)
Rosebery’s, London. Dec 05.
HP: £95. ABP: £111.

Fig 7. Roland Ward lion skin rug
with full taxidermy mask. Golding
Young & Co, Grantham. Nov 06.
HP: £700. ABP: £823.

Fig 8. Taxidermy: a tigers head, with
open mouth, 44cm long.
Charterhouse Auctioneers,
Sherborne. Apr 10. HP: £520.
ABP: £611.
ANTIQUES INFO - JulyAugust 11

Taxidermy
9

Bearded Vulture or Lammergeier, tinted and painted
backdrop, ebonised case with
glass front, top and sides, 95cm
wide, 56cm deep, 134cm high.
Sworders, Stansted Mountfitchet.
Feb 11. HP: £3,100. ABP:
£3,658.

10
Leopard head, attributed to
Ashmead, London, clean and
bright glass front and end case,
ivorine label inscribed
‘Bhurtpore Jan 1909’, 51cm
wide, 38cm deep, 48cm high.
Sworders, Stansted
Mountfitchet. Feb 11. HP:
£1,450. ABP: £1,711.
11

Mounted Pangolin, standing on
a mahogany shield, 89cm long.
Sworders, Stansted
Mountfitchet. Feb 11. HP:
£1,350. ABP: £1,593.
12

Large Bream by John Cooper,
bow fronted case with gold
lettering, internal trade label,
caught by Fred Meyer in the
Nene, Castle Ashby, 1887, 73cm
wide, 18cm deep, 47cm high.
Sworders, Stansted
Mountfitchet. Feb 11. HP:
£1,300. ABP: £1,534.
13

Great Bustard, handsome male
in glass fronted box case, 72cm
wide, 38cm deep, 99cm high.
Sworders, Stansted
Mountfitchet. Feb 11. HP:
£900. ABP: £1,062.
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The Agreement covers over 30,000 species of
animals and plants including fur coats, taxidermy,
exotic leather goods and wooden items. The trade in
animals in the EU is divided into four main groups
under the Commission Regulation 709/2010. The list
is extensive and details can be found at
www.defra.gov.uk
Most items of taxidermy found within the antiques
and collecting industry are category ‘A’. If such
items were worked before 1947 e.g. a hoof turned
into an inkwell or a head mounted on a shield they
may be repaired or restored but missing teeth cannot
be replaced or a head cannot be cut off a rug and
mounted. Provenance can be difficult but maker’s
names and marks can help. If an item is an
unworked piece, such as a whale’s tooth, this does
not meet the criteria and is classed as illegal, but if it
has been carved e.g. Scrimshaw it has been worked
and therefore is legal to trade providing it was
worked before 1947.
Fig 1. This piece of Scrimshaw is a piece of
worked whale’s tooth. It dates to the Georgian
period, c1800, and is engraved on both sides. One
side depicts three ships in battle on a rough sea and
the reverse a single sailing ship with rowing boats in
the foreground. It was sold in 2008 by Bourne End
Auction and achieved a hammer price of £2,800.
The new regulations on rhino horn attempt to stem
the illegal trade in Far Eastern homeopathic
remedies. They ban their export with certain exceptions. For example an item would be allowed if its
artistic value exceeds its potential value on the
illegal medicine market. There is also an allowance
if the item is part of a genuine exchange of cultural
goods between reputable institutions (i.e. museums).
Or if the item has not been sold and is an heirloom
moving as part of a family relocation, or if it is part
of a bona fide research project. Simply put rhino
horn has to be worked. Mounted rhino horn cannot
be traded. However it would appear trading is
allowed if the horns are part only of the taxidermy
of a mounted head.
Fig 2. This Chinese rhinoceros libation cup is a
fine example of a legal work of art providing it has
the relevant paperwork. It is beautifully carved with
a dragon set among climbing foliage and stands 9cm
high. It was sold in July 2010 by George Kidner
Auctioneers of Lymington and reached a hammer
price of £50,000.
So what about other areas of taxidermy? Fish are
popular and hardly controversial. Some of the largest
have ended up in the hands of skilled taxidermists
saving these specimens for posterity. They are the
hardest of animals to preserve as most lose their
natural colour so need to be painted. One method
involves the removal of the skin and mounting on a
simple frame to retain the natural shape. Another
was to take a mould of the fish and use this cast to
make a replica. It is important to learn to recognise
the differences. The highest prices are reserved for
salmon and wild trout caught in famous rivers such
as the Spey, Dee, Tay or Tweed. One very fine
example of the plaster casting type of fish taxidermy
is located at Glendelvine Estate in Perthshire. It is
also the heaviest recorded rod-caught salmon and
was landed by Miss Georgina Ballantine on October
7th 1922. She was fishing with her father who was

the ghillie on the estate, and after an epic battle she
landed the salmon that weighed an outstanding
64lbs, a weight never likely to be beaten. The
taxidermy firm of P.D Malloch’s made a cast and the
fish itself was sent to the Perth Royal Infirmary
where it was shared between the patients and staff.
Fig 3. Shows a carved and painted half model of a
38lb salmon caught on the Restigouche River in
Canada on July 7th 1930 by Grace Amory. It was
made by the Roland Ward Company and is a
stunning example of the craft. It is mounted on a
mahogany plaque and was sold by Halls Fine Art in
May 2007 for a hammer price of £2,500.
Fig 4. You can still buy taxidermy fish at
reasonable prices. Here a bream, displayed in a 38 x
62cm glazed case, with a paper label ‘Caught by
W.A. Edwards of Hopley’s Pool, Aldridge, Walsall,
1950, 5lbs 2ozs’, was sold in February 2010 by
Richard Winterton of Lichfield for a hammer price
of only £60.
Small Birds & Mammals are common and prices
tend to be subdued with many specimens available
for under £100. At Fig 5. the pair of pheasants are
simply mounted on a wooden board and are
uncovered. This was sold by Great Western
Auctions of Glasgow in December 2007 for a
hammer price of £65, about par for the course.
Fig 6. Specimens in glazed domes are typical of
the twentieth century but be advised that because of
the delicate nature of the domes some may have
later modern replacements which can affect value.
Two were sold as one lot by Roseberys of London in
December 2005. One contained a pair of doves
mounted in a naturalistic setting and the other a
tawny owl on a branch on an ebonised wooden base.
Both date to the early twentieth century. They sold
for a hammer price of £95, which in my opinion was
a good buy.
Large Mammals are controversial and the subject
can cause heated debates. However for the sake of
this article we will not get tied up in the ethics of the
subject. The market can be very strong with
Victorian taxidermy achieving good prices. At Fig 7.
a lion skin rug with full taxidermy mask, made by
Roland Ward sold at Golding Young & Co of
Grantham in November 2006 for a hammer price of
£700. At Fig 8. the tiger’s head with an open mouth
was sold by Charterhouse Auctioneers of Sherborne
in April 2010 for a hammer price of £520.
Antler horn is not really taxidermy but the market
is interesting as prices have risen steadily in recent
years driven in part by the demand for antler
walking sticks, pieces of jewellery and designer
chandeliers. High street chain Top Shop has even
installed designer antler chandeliers made by Johns
Marsh in their New York and Oxford Circus stores.
At one time gamekeepers would leave antlers lying
on the ground but they are now more likely to scour
the countryside looking for more. The price of antler
horn is more expensive by weight than venison.
Prices used to be under £5 a kilo only a few years
ago but today £10 a kilo is not unheard of.
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Great White Heron and
Egret, attributed to George
Bazeley, glass fronted box
case, 53cm wide, 24cm deep,
71cm high. Sworders,
Stansted Mountfitchet. Feb
11. HP: £800. ABP: £944.

Large 20thC stag’s head,
53in. Gorringes, Lewes. Mar
11. HP: £460. ABP: £542.

15
20
Dace, attributed J Jones, 3
fish in an underwater setting,
inscribed in gilt ‘Dace, Taken
by B. C. Booth from the
River Cam, February 1899’,
59cm. Sworders, Stansted
Mountfitchet. Feb 11. HP:
£750. ABP: £885.
16

Otter by William Bazeley,
mounted on rockwork with
background grasses, good
colouration, caught by river
keeper in a cast net, 1892,
internal trade label, glass
front, top and side case,
broken, 59cm wide, 34cm
deep, 67cm high. Sworders,
Stansted Mountfitchet. Feb
11. HP: £450. ABP: £531.

21

Taxidermy: fish in a naturalistic setting, bow front case,
64cm wide. Charterhouse
Auctioneers, Sherborne. Jun
10. HP: £300. ABP: £354.

Late 19thC taxidermic turtle,
17.5in. Gorringes, Lewes. Sep
10. HP: £200. ABP: £236.
31

25

Taxidermy: a barbel, bow
front glass case, 68.5cm wide.
Charterhouse, Sherborne. Dec
10. HP: £300. ABP: £354.
26

Taxidermy: roach and perch
in a naturalistic setting, bow
front case, 72cm wide.
Charterhouse, Sherborne. Jun
10. HP: £240. ABP: £283.
The prices quoted are actual
Hammer Prices (HP)
followed by the Approximate
Buyer’s Price (ABP) which
includes an average buyer’s
premium of 15% + VAT.

Fox ambushing a Pheasant,
set amongst ferns and grass,
102cm wide, 37cm deep,
63cm high. Sworders,
Stansted Mountfitchet. Feb
11. HP: £140. ABP: £165.

Stuffed gosshawk, perched on
a branch, on mahogany panel,
18in high. Dee, Atkinson &
Harrison, Driffield. Jul 10.
HP: £55. ABP: £64.
37
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Stuffed deer’s head, glass eyes,
31in high. Dee, Atkinson &
Harrison, Driffield. Jul 10.
HP: £55. ABP: £64.
Early 20thC taxidermic Kingfisher, stained wood plinth,
10.5in. Gorringes, Lewes. Jul
10. HP: £120. ABP: £141.

33

38

Taxidermic zebra skin rug,
distressed, 10ft. Gorringes,
Lewes. Feb 11. HP: £50.
ABP: £59.
39

27
Two female Snowy Owls
attributed to George Bazeley,
Northampton, all glass case,
simulated snow groundwork,
56cm wide, 45cm deep, 78cm
high. Sworders, Stansted
Mountfitchet. Feb 11. HP:
£600. ABP: £708.

Blue-fronted Amazon Parrot,
set amongst fern and grass
groundwork, oval dome with
ebonised base with bun feet,
46cm high. Sworders,
Stansted Mountfitchet. Feb
11. HP: £420. ABP: £495.

22

Fox, Badger and Fox Cub, in
modern mounts. Sworders,
Stansted Mountfitchet. Feb
11. HP: £220. ABP: £259.
£220. ABP: £259.

Sable antelope part scull and
horns, early 20thC, mounted
on a mahogany shield, 31in
high. Hartleys, Ilkley. Mar
11. HP: £110. ABP: £129.

Stuffed badger, cased, 32.5in
x 23in high. Dee, Atkinson &
Harrison, Driffield. Jul 10.
HP: £50. ABP: £59.
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Early 20thC taxidermic
Golden Eagle, seated upon a
naturalistic rock with dead
prey at its claws, in ebonised
case, c1920, 45 x 32 x 21in.
Gorringes, Lewes. Sep 10.
HP: £550. ABP: £649.

Great Bustard, Red & Blackthroated Divers, uncased
specimens. (3) Sworders,
Stansted Mountfitchet. Feb
11. HP: £340. ABP: £401.

Early 20thC taxidermic
group of Woodpeckers, upon
a branch with fungus base
and ebonised plinth, 20in.
Gorringes, Lewes. Jul 10.
HP: £220. ABP: £259.

Group of Victorian stuffed
birds, set amongst ferns and
grass, glass dome, ebonised
base, bun feet, 20.5in high.
Dee, Atkinson & Harrison,
Driffield. Jul 10. HP: £95.
ABP: £112.
35

Pair of seven point deer’s
antlers, on an oak shield,
bears label for J Cullingford
- preserver of birds and
animals, University Museum,
Durham, 29.5in high. Dee,
Atkinson & Harrison, Driffield.
Jul 10. HP: £50. ABP: £59.
41
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Golden Eagle, uncased, on a
heavy wooden stump with
hardwood base. Sworders,
Stansted Mountfitchet. Feb
11. HP: £520. ABP: £613.

19thC cased stuffed fish in
bow-fronted ebonized & gilt
display cabinet, naturalistic
surrounding with notice taken
by C J Sewell at Thatcham
November 25th 1891, weight
1lb 10.5oz approx. 19 x 11.5in.
Kent Auction Galleries,
Folkestone. Nov 10. HP:
£320. ABP: £377.

29
Polar bear skin rug.
Charterhouse Auctioneers,
Sherborne. Jun 10. HP:
£220. ABP: £259.

Pair of stuffed tawny owls,
perched amidst grass, cased,
17in wide x 16in high. Dee,
Atkinson & Harrison,
Driffield. Jul 10. HP: £70.
ABP: £82.

Two cased Victorian red
squirrels, scavenging for
acorns amidst grass/moss,
mahogany case, apex top,
16.5in wide. Dee, Atkinson &
Harrison, Driffield. Feb 11.
HP: £25. ABP: £29.
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